EXTRA EDUCATION ON HORSES

HORSE TERMS YOU MAY HEAR

e Bedding (Shavings) - Wood shavings are used as a soft padding in the horse’s stall.

e Bell boots (over reach boots) — Rubber bell shaped boots worn over the coronet and
hoof to protect the horse’s front feet from overstepping (hitting) with the hind feet.

e Bit- Apiece of metal, rubber or plastic that goes into the horse’s mouth and
attaches to the reins and the headstall.

e Bit Rings — The rings on each side of the bit where the bit lead or reins attach.

e Bolting-The horse makes a sudden move to run away.

e Canter - Three-beat gait, the second to fastest gait of a horse.

e Cavaletti — Poles suspended on two crossbars or blocks. A very small jump.

e Change of Rein - change direction.

e Colic - Mild to severe pain in the digestive system of the horse.

e Contact-The amount of “feel” in the reins linking the hands to the bit/bridle

e Downward Transition — Changing to a slower gait when riding.

e Equitation - proper body positioning while riding.

e Farrier — Cares for the horse’s hooves (trimming and shoeing).

e Girth - A strap that secures the saddle.

e Halter-Used to lead a horse without a bit.

e Haunches - The hindquarters of the horse.

e Lame -The horse moves unevenly or limps.

e Lead Rope - A rope with which to lead a horse.

e Mounted - Sitting on a horse.

e Near Side - The left side of the horse.

e Offside — The right side of the horse.

e Posting (Rising Trot) — The rising and descending of the rider with the rhythm of the
trot.

e Schooling/Exercising — Training a horse for what he is intended to do.

e Seat-The position arider takes on a horse.

e Sitting Trot — The rider sits deep in the saddle and maintains contact with the saddle
while trotting.

e Tacking Up —To put tack on a horse.

e Transition—-To change from one gait to another.

e Upward Transition — Changing to a faster gait.

e Walk - A four-beat gait



READING A
HORSE'S EARS

Ears forward but relaxed

Interested in what's
in front of them

Ears pointed left and right
Relaxed, paying attention
to the scenery on both sides

)

(——’V

Y

Ears turned back but relaxed

Listening to the rider
or what's behind them

Ears stiffly back

Annoyed or worried about what's
behind them; might kick if annoyed

Ears flattened against neck
Violently angry, in a fighting mood
May fight, bite or kick

Ears stiffly forward

Alarmed or nervous about what's
ahead. Looking out for danger

Droopy ears
Calm and resting,
horse may be dozing



body language
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| want to get out of here Hi, pal. Ears tilted I'm getting ready to buck,
or | have a bellyache. forward, head reach- bite, or kick. Ears pinned
Pawing with front feet. ing toward you. back flat against the head.
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I'm really concentrating
and listening to you.
Ears back when you are
niding.
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Warning: | might kick I'm irritated or My I'm afraid or | don't respect
you. Lifting or stomping stomach hurts. Swish-  you or I'm getting ready to
one hind leg (not at flies). ing tail (not at flies). kick you. Swinging his

hindquarters toward you. |
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% Parts of a Horse - ——

1
2. Nostrl 28. Flank
3. Cheek 29. Ribs
4. Face 30. Barrel
5. Chest 31, Heant ginth
6. Forehead 32. Elbow
7. Sheath 33. Shoulder
8. Poll 34. Point of
9. Throat Jatch shoulder
10. Crest 35. Arm
11, Wither 36. Forcarm
12. Back 37. Knee
13. Loin 38. Fetlock joint
14. Croup or 39. Bulb of frog
ump 40. Quarters
15, Buttock 41. Toe
16. Quarters 42. Wall
17. Thigh 43. Laminac of
18, Stifle wall
19, Gaskin 44. Bar
20. Hock 45. Frog
21. Cannon bone 46. Sole
22, Fetlock 47. Apex of frog
23, Pastern 48. Whiteline
24, Coronet ban! 49. Neck
25. Hoof 50. Dock
26. Chestnut 51. Tail
52, Chin groove
OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 53. Ergot
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